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between reactionaries. All are proceeding along the same fatal
course of self-destruction. By their abandonment of the
principles on which their whole existence depends, they are
destroying the basis of their existence more thoroughly and
more rapidly than the extremest of their political opponents
could have done. None of them is ready to learn from his
neighbour's mistakes. The great financiers, in their support
of political dynamism, overlook the fact that they can continue
to live at the expense of that movement only so long as there
still remain free democracies to be reduced to dictatorships,
and that they are assisting the very authorities that are
restricting the field of independent enterprise. And in the same
way all the groups that profess Conservatism are training and
nurturing the every element that intends to overthrow them.
Perhaps the hour has now come for a broadly planned policy
of genuine Conservatism. In Germany this was realized at
the time of the nation's worst trials, but the opportunity was
missed. Now the realization has unquestionably come again
among the Conservatives, called forth once more by the
desperate situation of the Reich. The vital question is whether
the conservative, possessing classes, the elements that have been
the traditional wielders of power, can do anything effective in
the future, have still a national task. And surely they have.
But the time left is short. The foundations of national stability
have been damaged by the Four-year Plan; if they are wrecked
there will be nothing left but the pursuit of the revolutionary
course to the bitter end, to chaos and the dictatorship of the
mob, And the old conservative elements can only render
fruitful service now if they are ready to risk their own existence.
The struggle is one of life and death. Matters can no longer
be adjusted by deals and tactical moves.